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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) to understand group structure and the
management of water users group under Mae Taeng Irrigation Project 2) to analyze the
effectiveness of water management in water user groups under Mae Taeng Irrigation Project 3) to

suggest the improvement practice of water user group under Mae Taeng Irrigation Project.

One hundred ninety seven of farmers were selected from water users group under Mae
Taeng Irrigation Project. Data collection was done by semi-structured interview and focus group
discussion. Descriptive statistic was used to analyze in percentage, min, max, mean and standard
deviation. The sample were divided into six groups, There were 65 farmers in water canal 20L, 14
farmers in water canal 1R-20L, 67 farmers in water canal 1L-20L, 19 farmers in 1R-1L-20L

water canal, and 16 farmers in end of water canal at Banroyjan.

The results showed that 55.84 % the water users aged between 41-50 years old, 67.5%
were received primary education level, 81.7% of water users had the main occupation in farming

and 47%were work as labor. For average farm size, 42.1% of water users had average farm size



less than 5rai and majority (91.4 %) of water users had own the land. The majority of water users
(75.6%) were received water mainly from irrigation water and rain water.

Water users had organized water users group in year 1996 supported from Irrigation
department. Water users group had two ways of water delivering, 1) during rainy season, water
was delivering though canal and farmers were received water at the same time 2) during the dry
season, water is limited, therefore, cycle of water delivering process was applied where the
growers were received water under their circulation period. The group had also set up the roles
for water users and water management activities. However, there were less participation water
management activitie sand some of water users member were not follow the group regulation in
growing plant during dry season.

In 2010, 92.9 % of water users had faced with severe water shortage in February and 34.5
% lacked of water for 5 days with 40 % cause harmful affected to agricultural production but did
not affect to household farm income.

The recommendations of this study, the water users should set up the regulation for the
member who does not follow the role and not participating in water users in water management
activities. The planning for reduce the agricultural areas in dry season between staff from
irrigation department and water users group are necessary as well as finding the appropriate
media for spreading water information where immediately operation of water management of

water users.



