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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the Socio — economic Changes,
as well as the problems, the obstacles, and the ways solving the problems of Farmers
Participating in the Japanese Eggplant Contract Farming Project of Leo Foods Co.,
Ltd., Chiang Mai Province

The population were 304 farmers whose participating in Japanese Eggplant
Contract Farming Project of Leo Foods Co., Ltd., in Chiang Mai from 7 districts
namely Hangdong, Sanpatong, Maewang, Samoeng, Doilor, Jomthong, and Sansai.
By Simple Random Sampling, there were 246 random farmers, consisted of 172
farmers participating in the Japanese Eggplant Project and 74 farmers non-
participating in the Japanese Eggplant Project, for analyzing the attitude and
satisfaction. Data was collected by the use of questionnaires. Statistical used were
percentage, minimum, maximum, arithmetic mean, and standard deviation and using
t-test to compare.

From research finding, it was found that most of participating farmer were
male 76.2%, average 43.4 years old, and average 2.5 persons for work labor. Most of
farmers, average 72.2%, did not have an experience in planting Japanese Eggplant
before. Most of non-participating farmer were male as well, average 58.1% and 2.35
persons for work labor. Having an experience in agriculture about 20 years. Educating
level of both groups was grade 4, 49.4% and 44.6% respectively. Participating in the
project by introduction from company’s agronomy staffs mostly was 65.7% and
50.0% respectively. '

The economic changes of farmer before and after participating in the project
were found that farmers had total revenue from eggplant average 35,745.80 baht per
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year and income from other vegetables 22,158.20 and 61,737.10 baht per year, all
revenue average 42,182.00 and 72,341.90 baht per year. There was significantly
different at reliant level 0.001. After participating in the project, it was found that the
farmer’s belongings, such as gold, television, motorcycle, tractor, pump, and radio,
had increased and was found that 70.3% of farmers did not increase in raising a loan,
and most of farmer 54.1% had a better living life.

The socio changes of farmer were found that after participating in the project,
the farmer contacted the agronomy staffs of company average 5 times per month. The
farmers gained the advised knowledge to improve their technique in cultivating from
company’s agronomy staffs and their neighborhood, exchanging the knowledge and
treatment each other. Participating in the project did not decline in joining the
village’s activities. The relation with neighborhood did not change at all.

Attitude and satisfaction of farmers, it was found that the participated farmers
had satisfied in the project very much. The attitude and satisfaction of farmers who
did not participate in the project were not sure or certain in the project.

Problems and obstacles of participating farmers were disease and insects, hard
in controlling, insecticide and pesticide management, and under standard harvesting.
For Japanese Eggplant, it needed high supervision. Elucidating the farmers to
understand and to consistently work did help reducing the problems by using the
contract farming system that guaranteed the price of agricultural produce, for
example, purchasing price and giving them the necessary items for cultivating as a
fund. This was the another ways for farmers to decide participating in the Project.

Farmer’s need was high income and company’s need was high quality of
agricultural produce at a reasonable cost. Therefore, the I apanese Eggplant’s contract
farming system could make the better changes of economic and society. The
suggestions of this research were that the farmer should strictly work and pay
attention as the advice to reduce the problems and the loss. The company,
simultaneously, should develop and improve all sectors in order to make the highest
efficiency for both company and farmer and in order to endure in agricultural
extension of company and nation henceforth.



