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Abstract

The main objective of the study aimed to investigate the opinions of the
farmers toward ecotourism for quality of life development at Ban Mae Sa Mai,
Pong Yaeng Sub-district, Mae Rim District, Chiang Mai Province. Ninety one
farmers were interviewed. Statistical techniques used were frequency,
percentage, arithmatic mean and standard deviation.

From research findings, it was found that the average age of the farmers
was 30.57 years with primary education and with family size of 5-7 persons.
The size of farm was 11-15 rai with fruit tree orchard as main occupation and
hired labour as minor occupation. The average annual income was 65,236.73

Baht per family.



As for the opinion on the ecotourism for‘quality of life development,
farmers had positive opinions towards 5 aspects as follows: natural environment,
culture and tradition, community benefits, environmental education and quality
of life development. Most farmers agreed with natural - based tourism. Tourist
zone must be clearly organized. Generally, hilltribes” culture and tradition was
impressed by the tourists and they must be continuing revived and conserved.
Farmers. participation must be created to raise their awareness in protecting
natural resources, Skill training in producing gifts as their own cultural identity
must be initiated. Lastly, ecotourism enables farmers to have better quality of
life as well as subsidiary income.

Problem and obstacles on ecotourism development were lack of
continuing support from the éoverment and agencies concerned. Development of
communication, public relations, community benefits management and security

of tourists are also recommended.



