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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the relationship between
background, economic and social factors of farmers and mass media needs for
agricultural extension including problems and recommendation for mass media
presentation‘ in agricuftural extension in Pichit Province. The study was conducted
by using questionaire to interview 120 farmer samples. Data was collected and
statistically analysed in terms of minimum and maximum value, frequency
distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviation and the Chi-square test.

From research findings, it was found that 63.3 percent of farmer samples
were female with an average age of 48 years old. Most of them were married,
education level was Primary, an average number of family members were 5 persons
and had their own farm land of 39 rai. They operated their land in terms of
integrated agriculture with an average annual income of 70,983 Baht . The majority
of them were the customer of the Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives,
without any social status. Information sources were from telévision 98.3 percent
and from their neigbours 89.2 percent respectively. Sixty six percent of their farm

land were irrigated area.



The level of farmers needs for mass media were at medium level. From
hypothesis testing, it was found that education level, social status and frequency of
receiving of agricultural news were statistically related to mass madia needs at 0.05
level.

Farmers needed to watch agricultural program from television at home at a
high level. Most popular television channel was channel 7. The preferable program
was agricultural lecture with illustration. Seventy five percent required both male
and female moderator and 54 percent required formal moderator. Fifty three percent
specified an appropriate time of the program from 6-8 pm. From hypothesis testing,
it was found that age and social status of farmers were related to the needs of
television program.

Farmers needed to listen to agricultural program from radio at home at a
medium level. They prefered to listen to the national Radio Broadcasting Station
especially in Pichit province. Agricultural news program was mostly needed.
Seventy seven prefered the dialogue between male and female moderator program
and 45 percent prefered the program broadcasted in local language. Thirty three
percent specified an appropriate time before 6 am. From hypothesis testing, it was
found that education level, family member, social status and frequency of listening to
agricultural news were related to the needs of agricultural news from National Radio
Broadcast Station at 0.05 level.

Most farmers were not in need reading agricultural news from newspapers.
Fifty percent read agricultural news at newspapers reading centres.  Thairaj
newspaper was their most favourable newspaper. Agricultural knowledge with
pictures about agronomy and animal husbandry was needed. From hypothesis
testing, it was found that frequency of receiving of agricultural news of farmers was

related to the need of agricultural news from newspaper.



The problems of receiving agricultural news from mass media were
newspapers were difficult to understand, not interesting, contents were not related
to the specified area, had not enough time to read, no newspaper available, eye
sight problem and other medias were more interesting. Television - As for radio, and
television there were unclear signal, hard to understand, not interesting, contents
were not related to the specified area, an inappropriate time of broadcasting, too
short program, no time watch, and had no television available.

Recommendations from the farmers were providing more newspapers in the
village, buiiding a newspaper reading centre, more radio programs, more agricultural
news through radio broadcast station in the village, developed new programs for
agricultural news presentation, agricultural provincial official at Pichit province should
diffuse more knowledge and agricultural news to farmers and Sub - district extension

workers should visit farmers more frequently.



