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ABSTRACT

The objectives of +this research were to study the ﬁersonal
characteristics, socic -~ economic factors, the opinion of the susarcane
planter members in Saraburi towards the operation of the Susarcane
Planters Association, Region 5.in terms of Association’s administration,
nember service, product-ioh and quality development, and sugarcane price
and also to analyse the relationship between personal characteristics,
socio - economic factors and the opinion of sugarcane planter member
towards the operation of  Sugarcane Planters Association as well as to

"study the problems and recommendation of farmers relating to the

operation of the Association.



Data was collected from 120 sugarcane planters in Saraburi
Province. Data collection was conducted by using duestionnares. Data
was analysed by percentage, mean, standard deviation, Chi - square

test and Pearson’s Product Moment. Coefficient.

From fesearch findings, it was found that an average age of the
growers was 42.62 years and average education level was below Prathom 7.
The average farm size was 168.66 ral with +etal anmual  income
710.044.49 Baht on average. Farmers horrowed money for sugarcane
planting from Saraburi Sugar Industry. They contacted with other people
§ - 10 times per year and obtained informations relating to the
Association from various sources, namely, member, association’s
officials and sugar industry’s personnel and utilized services of
association 1 - 8§ times per year. Their knowledge about: the aperation
of the association and their opinion towards the operation of the

asgociation were at the middle level.

From hypothesis testing, it was found that farm size, income from
sugarcane production, knowledge about the operation of the association,
contact with other people, information acquisition and frequency
of using the service of association were related to farmers’ opinion
towards the operation of the association significantly. Wwhile age,
educational level and source of loan were not related to the farmers?

opinion towards the operations of association at all.



Probklems and obstacles of the Sugarcane Planters Association were
that the association’s plan and policy were not clear, officials had
little role in assisting‘ members and lack of personnel. The association
should provide for qualified sugarcane varieties, fertilizer, pesticides,
farm equipments with regular price. Government should guarantee sugarcane
price. Apart from that the association should provide standard weighing

tools and service should be equally given to the members.



