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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) To explore Puja drum history and development of the
use of Puja drum in Lanna or upper north 2) To investigate Lai Kham Group’s background and their
Puja drum maintenance and restoration activities including the problems of activities in Chiang Mai
and 3) To suggest efficient and successful methods on Puja drum maintenance and restoration

activities in Chiang Mai.

The study was a qualitative research. Documentary and observatory research were
conducted. The research tools were survey, observe from those who involved, open end
questionnaires and interview. The interview was done on 40 people of the following; experts who
had experienced on Puja drum, mainstays and leader of Lai Kham network and Lai Kham youth
group. They were from Doi Saket, San Sai, Mueang and Mae Taeng district in Chiang Mai. These
tools were used to gather history, importance, styles, activity process and problems of activities.

The data were descriptively analyzed and synthesized.

The results of the study found that Puja drum is an instrument used by striking on its
surface. It is classified as an instrument used in ceremony, religion, faith and belief. Puja is
considered to be Lanna’s auspicious drum and is one of five drums in northern folk history. As for
Lai Kham group, in 1991, students who were fond of Lanna’s art and culture formed a group at
Ruan Anusarn Sunthorn in Chiang Mai Rajabhat University. Associate Professor Preecha

Suddhapreeda, Assistant Professor Jintana Madhyompurush, Assistant Professor Lamoon Janhom



and Professor Yupin Khemmook were kindheartedly supported the group to have their meeting
point at Ruan Anusarn Sunthorn. Also, Lanna guru Kraisri Nimmanaheminda was kindly named
the group “Lai Kham”. The group was meant to create and inherit Lanna art, dance, music, folk
wisdom and singing. Moreover, they aimed to maintain, spread Lanna art and culture and inherit
folk wisdoms especially Puja Lanna drum performance. To conclude, there are 2 main suitable
methods to maintain and restore Puja Lanna drum performance of Lai Kham group which are
(1) Maintenance method and (2) Restoration method. These two methods should be working
accordingly under learning management concept. Moreover, there should be projects to support
these methods to be effective. For example, the projects are ‘“Puja Lanna Drum Performance

Conservation Project” and “Returning Puja Drum Performance Knowledge to Monk and Novice”.



