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ABSTRACT

The main focus of this thesis is to present the story of women weavers in
the weaving industry with emphasis on the identity, lives and status of women
weavers in modernizing society of Lao PDR, including the negotiating strategies that
women weavers use to adapt themselves under the economic liberalization eras. The
methodology used is a combination of descriptive methods by the author and the
narrative stories as told by the weavers.

The study found that most women weavers come from rural areas, city
people look down upon them as khon ban nolk, and as poor. City people felt that rural
areas are uncivilized place and khon ban nolk are poor and foolish. This study argues
against the study by Oloth (2007) which found that people in the city looked down
upon factory women from rural areas and accused of them being “mae nying ha
ngun’” or ““mia noi” (concubine). This study interviewed factory women who denied
these accusations. On the contrary, they tried to construct an identity of their own as
they tried to work hard to earn money and continually sent either money or gifts or
both home to their parent. The identity connection here allowed them to negotiate a
place, though a modest one in the city, and enabling them to construct an identity of a
“dutiful-daughter. Moreover, the narrative stories reveals weavers lives in the factory
that they have difficulties in their work such as working long hours, getting low wage,
and having poor working conditions. However, they are proud that they can improve

their economic and living condition, and being able to earn their own money.
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