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ABSTRACT

The Mekong Delta of Vietnam has, throughout its existence, been powerfully
shaped by natural flood cycles. The local people have been familiar with ‘living with the
floods’ for a long time; however, after a particularly severe flood in the Delta in 2000, the
Government of Vietnam formulated a program to construct residential clusters/dykes
aimed at mitigating flood disasters as well as creating more sedentary lives for the local
people, who had previously moved out every time a flood came. However, it seems that
the aims of the residential cluster in Long Phu village, O Long Vi commune, Chau Phu
District in An Giang Province are not only to mitigate flood damage but also to develop
agriculture. Although the residential cluster program in this village has brought some
opportunities for people to access local public services, such as electricity, roads, schools
and clean water, it has also brought unfavorable conditions for the landless people.

This study is an attempt to: (1) understand the displacement process for different
groups of people following the introduction of the residential cluster program in O Long
Vi commune, (2) determine the impacts of the program on the lives of different groups of

people and the marginalization process that has taken place in the



vi

new location, and to (3) analyze and identify the process of adaptation and the adaptive
strategies used by different groups of people in the residential cluster.

The research was conducted in the residential cluster of Long Phu village in O
Long Vi commune. A total of 60 households were interviewed; 50 inside and ten outside
the residential cluster. The 50 households inside the residential cluster were divided into
five groups, consisting of two farm holding groups and three landless groups.

This study found that the local authority has constructed the residential cluster and
encouraged landless people to buy land and housing units using long term credit, and
local people have had to select their location through a ‘ballot’ process. The displacement
of landless people has caused a disruption in the social relation between landless people
and landowners. In addition, landless households have also lost space and small pieces of
land used to raise livestock, grow vegetables and to fish. Furthermore, the results show
that since resettlement, the landless people have lost access to fish and have been unable
to raise livestock, and so have depended more on external interventions, especially
migration.

This study shows that different groups of households have responded differently
to the residential cluster program. Landowners have had a good opportunity to gain in
terms of their business, as well as being able to retain their previous livelihood activities
on-farm. Meanwhile, most landless groups have had to change their livelihood activities
from on-farm to non-farm activities, or diversify their non-farm activities, or most often
migrate. In addition, in order to improve their livelihoods they have also negotiated with
the local authorities and with neighbors as part of their everyday practices, by chatting
and complaining.

The study concludes that the residential cluster at Long Phu village in O Long Vi
commune has not only brought with it positive impacts, but also negative ones for
different groups of households. In addition, these different groups of households have had
to develop different livelihood strategies in response to the program. Finally, this study
suggests that the local government should reconsider this program, in order to look
towards a strategy that creates sedentary lives and viable livelihoods for the landless

households in the commune.
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