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ABSTRACT

Water and sustainable development are inextricably linked today as water
scarcity impinges on man’s social, economic and human development. With
increasing demands on water for agricultural, industrial and domestic purposes and
with a burgeoning population, India needs to develop strategies for water resource
management. This makes research projects in India important, to understand how
questions of participation and equity are answered in a multi-ethnic, multi-religious
and deeply hierarchical society like India. This study therefore aimed to study the
extent of community participation in Palsoshi, a village in arid Maharashtra, in
creating and operating a rainwater harvesting scheme to best utilize this scarce
resource. Also it examined the dynamics of power relations in such a village in terms
of class, caste, gender and their access to different types of water resources. Finally it
examined the changes experienced by the villagers in their livelihood opportunities,
particularly in relation to their diet and their vulnerability to water-borne diseases.

The concepts used during this study are community participation, the relations
of power and environmental entitlements. The extent of participation by the villagers
needs to be analyzed in such a bureaucratic society. Power as it is practiced in the



Vi

daily lives of the people; as the relations between various castes, classes, kin groups,
between men and women and, between the state government, non-governmental
organisations and village committee members also needs analysis in such a
hierarchical and multi-ethnic society. Also there is a need to investigate how after
people’s access to clean drinking water is assured, then their endowments may
increase or decrease their livelihood opportunities, and how this may not be uniform
for all the groups in the village.

This study was conducted in Palsoshi village which was one of the villages
selected under the Aapla Paani scheme to provide drinking water to deficient villages.
Various techniques like in-depth interviews, participant observation and also a
household survey were used for data collection, while some material was also
obtained from the Pune Zilla Parishad office. The socio-economic, occupational and
caste profile of the villagers was analyzed. It was found that the villagers in Palsoshi
were interested not just in drinking water but also in getting water for irrigation. The
Aapla Paani officials, however, strictly adhere to drinking water provision objective
under the Swajaldhara scheme, suggested this scheme to the villagers. Thus
community participation remained at the level of consultation. The state had tried to
get the cooperation of the villagers, particularly the village elite to fulfill its own
agenda. As for power relations concerning access to resources, most of the Nav-
Buddhist families and a Maratha woman had not got a rainwater harvesting tank in
front of their house. Though they were not forbidden de jure, but de facto did not
draw water from the Shivkalin tanks. Through the entitlements approach one could
see they had not been able to convert their endowment rights of access to water into
entitlements and further livelihood opportunities.

From my field research | realized that participation needs to move away from
state mandated goals. Development schemes should instead fulfill people’s actual
needs and create a sense of ownership of the assets created. There is also a need to
ensure that development schemes do not benefit just one user group or caste in the
village and the interests of those less powerful are not foregone. In that way this study
helps answer questions regarding development, its sustainability and its equitability,

where water resources are concerned.
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