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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study explored commercial sex workers’ HIV/AIDS
preventive behavior. It examined the commercial sex workers’ ideas of AIDS, in
particular the causality, severity and prevention. The social and economic contexts as
well as working conditions were also examined in order to illustrate how these
contexts limited the commercial sex workers in preventing HIV/AIDS infection.
Eighteen commercial sex workers living in Mengla County, Xishuang Banna
Autonomous Prefecture, PR China were indept-interviewed after work. Whilst the
participant observation was used to explore how they interacted with their bosses,
clients as well as the local policemen.

The eighteen commercial sex workers were classified into three groups
varied by their working conditions and places, income level as well as the risk to
HIV/AIDS infection. The first group was those who worked at KTV bars and the
hotels which were in high income level. The second group was those who worked in
the barber shops or massage shops. This group is in lower income level than the first
one and their income as well as the working condition depended on their relationship
with their bosses. The third group was those who worked along the streets. This group
was in the lowest income level and being in the risk working conditions since they had
no bosses to protect them from violence and taking advantages by their clients, the
mafia and the local policemen.

This study found out the different ideas about AIDS hold by the commercial



Vi

sex workers. Though they received information of AIDS mostly from the health
professionals, their ideas were differed. These commercial sex workers were likely to
perceive this illness as less severe than the health professionals’. Moreover, they
mentioned a variety of strategies, both western and traditional medicines, in order to
prevent themselves from getting infection such as physical examination and herbal
washing. The issue of using condom raised by the commercial sex workers was
crucial as it illustrated the power relations intervening in their working context. The
power relations between the commercial sex workers and their clients, their bosses
and the mafia as well as the local policemen were the fundamental conditions, which
affected the way these sex workers could prevent themselves from having AIDS.

This study has implications for interventions. Firstly, to conduct HIV/AIDS
prevention among CSWs in Mengla, further study should pay attention on how to
empower the CSWSs which help to prevent CSWs from HIV infection. Secondly, to
reduce HIV transmission among CSWs, further study should take into consideration
the various power relations of all the participants associated with CSWs, particular
CSWs’ boss who may play important role to influence CSWs’ preventive behaviors.
Thirdly, providing information about AIDS in the ethnic groups in border areas is
important. It should be done urgently as being in lower social status and economically
deprived, they are more vulnerable to involve in sex industry, having AIDS as well as

the other sexual transmitted diseases.
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