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ABSTRACT

Research into the conceptualization of borders and lives of those along the
border continue to contribute to a greater understanding of the complex dynamics and
processes that are specific to the border. This research studies cross-border trade in
ethnic commoditiés, particularly the Thai commodity trade conducted by the Tai
people living and trading along the Yunnan-Burma border, focusing on Shan Tai and
Dehong Tai petty traders particularly in the Dehong Dai Jingpo Prefecture of
Southwestern Yunnan, People’s Republic China. My interest and focus rest in the
cultural production of Tai identities under shifting economic and political conditions,
the bearing of state policies and actions on how border resident-communities

constitute themselves, and the diversity of responses to state actions.

This study proposes to conceptualize the border as an “ambiguous sphere” in
which the states are not absolute in defining and exercising their power at the border,
as earlier argued. Instead, the border can be identified as a sphere of overlapping,
vague power dynamics where the powers of different groups and of various levels
(i.e., regional-global forces, local authorities and particularly local inhabitants)

challenge the states’ power. Particularly, the ambiguous sphere is the site where Tai




ix

petty traders are challenging the uneven power of the dominant culture and traditional
hierarchies in their societies through their border culture and livelihood, particularly

in trading activities and consumption patterns.

As a major finding of this study, I contend that cross-border trade operated
within the context of the states’ re-regulation and transnational flow does not only
allow the states to improve their economic development, but also allows local
residents to expand their translocal ideals and social practices, in order to strengthen
their translocal communities. This study argues that the translocality of Tainess
practiced through cross-border trade exchange enables the Tai in Dehong to
enthusiastically utilize “ethnicity” through signs and symbols in ethnic commodities
and taste chosen in dresses and clothes styles. In particular, the Tai are able to
construct new Pan-Tai images in the sense of “Tai Sibling”, an ethnic and cultural
affiliation, and with regard to their perceptions of what is “high quality and
fashionable™; in particular, Thai clothing products and goods. Hence, the “ethnicity”
of the translocality practices of Pan-Tai images as seen in trading in ethnic
commoditics becomes a social basis for creating “Tai imagined communities” where
we can now see social connections between the Tai speaking people in different and

distance places of “here” and “there”.

More importantly, the translocality practices of Pan-Tai images as seen in the
trade in ethnic commodities (particularly the dress practices of the Dehong Tai) does
not only symbolically destabilize the cultural imbalance and lower-status position
between the Tai and the Chinese. But the translocality practices as seen in the trade in
ethnic commodities also become an altemnative way of imagining and creating the
Tai’s own revitalized and re-imagined culture. This in turn provides alternative
notions of modernity. These “alternative modernities” do not trap the Tai in a realm
of cultural domination and alienation played-out under the state hegemony. Instead, it
is the alternative modernities that offer the Dehong Tai diverse ways and choices in

enlarging their perspectives and experiences with the outside world.




A A = =, < @ o s v ¥y oA
Fo503INUTUNUE ﬂ‘]?ﬂﬂ‘l’lﬂiﬁﬂﬂ'lﬂﬁ\‘iﬂﬂilﬂ\i”ﬁ'n lﬂiﬁﬂ}l: AT UM TVTUDULRD

amuaiadonadenlumamouauguuu-nn
i weEMpT Y ATHA

= a = o it
3an Aatlmeaasauiiusia (Feaumans)

= o ) 4
ﬂm%ﬂ‘iiﬂﬂ?‘iﬂﬂ%ﬂﬂ1?ﬂ€ﬂﬂﬂuﬁ

FEAI197138 A3, o FUATULA 5g5unTTUMS

mans19138 a3, o1tiunt manuiug AN

919158 A3, VHUA ITTEULYA AIFUATS

A3 19158 A5, T 1AGE unni ATIUATS
UNAALD

o ar Qy d.y X & ar @ e o oo o
NUINEBUY Zoufoanszuiumsduiunafausriutudadavalnenanugues

t A ' A ar A o 13 [y o =
¥ InlvgluinanauauguuIE-win Tasiitagiszasderiarudnledudsingmaan

= o a (=Y a w4 - - 'd& =
FudIneaelddoind “dummnisnaiug” (Ethnic Commodities) fgaanuduana

w o . & ar (] t =S r9f gy
wus “In” (Tainess) 14 TRt amniuuazdawarennulisusuveu lumgane

Y a 1 a 1
Au5 Ineaa Inlngiusnaansuauguuu-win

u

¥ E
= =

aw L, o aw ] 3! 9 1 24 3! 9 f
auisesuitiddeniiisulunduddiridinlug lunammoluiewazgas v
= 5F or o o 1 - gl ar o a o
sudauamaanazamanaly Temadirg edielsiau §ivsldversnainie
ar v o d 1 ar = 1 ' o §
ﬂ'e)ﬂ'lﬂmmmﬁnwuﬁizmnéﬁ'mmﬁmTﬂmm"lw“lmy“lumsﬁmff%’wﬂ’nwmﬂﬁaﬁuﬁ’wﬁ

s/
u31nn Taganie Gud3Tan (Consumer Products) Ussinniedn

= aar o’: dv ey ar Y g = A ¥ &
asevaalunisisuasail 4380 dhunafia T8 aszusumsviuau (The Process
of Translocality) nazarmuaisluFamaion (Altemative Modernities) g lums

o o ycu ot 4 { o - .
Sia512¥ veninadelduessouan (Border) 1flu “Hufidungquinse” (Ambiguous




xi

- o ooy [l o [ o [ [
Sphere) Tuudfin g WBurdvesmsenufugluuudade i) vinuad winuay 14

.« ¥ r .
Qs

[~ .ﬂy Lot T w 1 (3K 3/ = w3 = 1 ar a 3
ﬂa'lUL“L[uW‘LlﬂﬂﬂQNWGQGI'N"] nliJ']’l AUNSIOY FFNDI0U Llﬁ%ﬂf}ﬂ‘ﬂﬁx‘l‘ﬂ'lﬂﬂ'lﬁil—iﬂﬂﬂ’lﬁﬂﬂ'm'lﬂ
o @ a R QR . @ & & Adwyw 1o v ¥
Sunafgfinsuuauy TunuNsTUUUN wsnsauldnaaduiuiindfiv Inlngdrdam

v ¥
mﬂéimwadﬂqui@mﬁismiammzﬂ1ifﬂWma%ummumtﬂumm”lw“lmgsmmuﬂimam

¥ s = 3
nansauazgluuumsys Taagum

{ o

. ko ¥ .
FoRunuAd AgvetuITeTuil fio aszaumsavisiandsuduminanaiug
1 =y d' ] ar d? lﬂ' ar ar < &y
yoar 1 Inlugluusuninouaumduladues i un 13 v 10AIMUATENVBINIANY
1 o o [ a ar w oa o
(01T “1{31’ffmamﬂagmaﬂ15ﬁ%’nnszmumsi’huaumqmuﬁsmuazmsﬁ%’naﬂaﬂymmm
1I:j o Y o d%, 1 g 3 g/ w o da o o = 1
Ausranldifadulungurninlvgldnamslananuduiusireiuianuiauinzngy
4 [} g A @ o < =1 . .
su Tueuay na1ne assuIumMITunuvessaanusinuiiuln (The Translocality of
- a 19 3 a o . . [} ar as 4
Tainess) ildau nlngldasemnld “ganiiuriawug” (Ethnicity) Audganyaives
a ¥ oA 2 w o ar [ A =y o
Sud dieaZuamnanudiu Inluduiusamduny Inoazau Infidun AFusansomu

asioulramadanuszuiena Innguaies lusadudiei

-

woRa N “1uiseFuiinyi1 msdnded Inouas sifofalad Inlngsu
ﬂmfmaw"llis.ﬁmfhphuuﬂ%uﬁrﬂu’;’@1uﬁiﬂmmnumﬂqmnﬂnﬂﬂnn"lw“lmu“luwm“lﬁm
Wity umﬂgummsﬁwimﬁam Tasmnzidoi Inelundu Inlnejldns ldnaroiu
“ﬂgmmsmqmﬂmﬁ” (Strategic Practices) ﬂmﬂm‘lmwaﬂmmmamwuﬁmmmﬂﬂn
wdeuduTenimmesiursiufinidenit vaz@eaiy ﬂgmmsmaanﬂuwmmma
auawn"lw'lﬁwiﬁmmaanﬁiwﬂaﬂmmwmmnﬁumﬂw (Pap-Tainess) [eriiununialu
aradanuiuadeludomaiionveau Sty audnlnedsnmohumdeiad (Marker)
anuiuasluFaniadon (Alternative  Modernities) frninlualdnuionassIdun
@mﬂmmﬁmaaﬁamﬂwﬂﬁxﬁmﬁﬂfuazyunmﬁaiaﬂmﬂuaﬂﬁc&ﬁwqm’w’u"lﬂmnmm

o o oA - r o = t .
wuanﬂﬂgﬂwauﬂu‘lw 11NguS 1NN A1 (Dominant Hegemony)




