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Abstract

Fresh water fishery resources are public resources, that make a lot of people want to
harvest the most benefit to respond to increasing needs in the market. Claiming the rights to use
these resources has operated through both territorialization over fishing ground and possession
rights of fishery resources. This situation has caused the degradation of fishery resources and led
to resource management and adaptation amongst the concerned fishers,

This research aims to examine forms of access to resource of a fisher community in
Amphoe Thoeng, which fishery is the main occupation of this community. Fishing in this area has
employed different fishing gears. This made each fisher try. to compete for his/her rights over the
fishing ground and the fishery resources to harvest the most benefit.

The specific objectives of this study are: 1) to study the forms and the evolution of
fishery in Amphoe Thoeng, Changwat Chiang Rai; 2) to investigate the property regimes and the
management for access to fishery resource in the Ing River, from the perspectives of space and
time; 3) to contextualize the political economy of access to, and management of, fishery
resources; 4) to apply the geographic information systems in assisting a study of pattern of access
and management of fishery resources in the Ing river.

This qualitative research was framed after the approaches of ecological economics,
property right regimes, commodity chain and social space. Both qualitative and quantitative data
were collected by methods of in-depth interviews, field observation, questionnaire survey and

participatory rural appraisal (PRA).



It was found that fishery in Amphoe Thoeng had 2 forms, post-harvest part-time fishery
and full-time fishery. These two forms were different in terms of fishing gears, fishes caught and
selling, Post-harvest fisheries used gill net and comﬁo_n net. They fished during January to April.
They sold fishes in Amphoe Thoeng and nearby locality. Meanwhile 99% of the full-time
fisheries used Pong Pang gears and they caught small fishes for selling as raw material for the
processed-fish plant such as fermented fishes and fish sauce.

In addition to conventional fishing, there were attempts to territorialize the fishing area
for exclusive rights in management of fishery resources. The riparian villages of the Ing river
would demarcate the section of the river in which villages on the banks and did not allow fishing
in this area from January to March, They defined this area “conservation zone” because they
wanted to preserve the resource for the fishery from late March to April. In fact, this area was set
up for fishing by auction in March and April. The fishers paid the fees to fish and the money went
to the village revenue.

The conservation zone management of some certain villages upset the fishers because it
infringed upon their fishing rights and fishing grounds. The fishers had to adapt the forms of
fishing by changing gears from gill net and cornmon net to the small gears that they could move
easily in the river nearby such as Kub and Tum.

In Amphoe Thoeng, it was disclosed that there was only one conservation zone, which
was managed by the state. The fishers who fished full time as their main occupation were not
keen in fish conservation because the conservation measures would affect their occupation. It was
different from the villagers who were farming as the main occupation. These farmers were more
enthusiastic in conservation of fishery resources.

| This study, however, was limited to one fisher community in Tamboen Wiang, Amphoe
Thoeng. Further study should be conducted in all of the Ing River system in both physical science
and social science to gain knowledge of fishery resources of the Ing river that may lead to the

sustainable resource management.





