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Abstract

The study of social network of women in subcontracting system, a case study of
garment production in San Kampang district, Chiang Mai province, has three main objectives.
The first objective is to study the relationship among women in subcontracting system in the
case of home workers theough the study of social network of women whereby kin system,
patron-client system and close relationship of neighbors and co-workers are adapted for use in
labor management. In order to study what strategies and/or rules that these women use in their
relationship as well as whether their characteristic of labor organizationsystem can build up
forces or bargaining power as producers. The sacond objective i to study what these women
define their status as they play roles of both housewives and income-earners of families. The
third objective is to explore whether these women get beiter status while they have additional
role as income-earnners of families. The theoritical framework of study are the social network of
women and the status of women.

The result of study finds that the women use the strategies of cooperation and
patron-client relation in building the social network and labor management in subcontracting
group whereby the rules of relationship are based on relation of reciprocity. In the context of the
area of study, there are subsistence production system and cottage industry production which
resulted the extension of social network buildihg into both areas of wage relation and non-work
relation. The relationship of people in community is still on the basis of the exchange of labor
and other resources, and rice production for subsistence. Despite of economic aspect, the social
network of women in community has also linkage with politics. The kin system and the tradition
of house building in women’s land after marriage of northern people are cultural context that is

a significant condition in the building of cooperation among famities and kin.



in consideration of status of women who make clothes in subcontracting system in
term of production dimension, fine that women, who are daugthers have low status due to the
fact that they are resources of families, labors in the rice-fields under power of the elders in
families, i.e. father who have main decision power in faeming production. In the meantime, the
married women have higher status due to the rights and obligations in resouce management of
families especially in financial aspect, Even in the agricuttural production that men have decision
power, women still have bargaining role dus to they are resource conservators of families, thus,
their dialogues concemed how it is worth-wide in each rice farming as well as the participation
in production as labors and collectors of labors while intensive fabor-used is needed.

In the structure of industrial capitalism production system, women who are wage-
tabors in subcontracting system have low status whether they are entrepreneurs or wage-
laborers. In the family sphere, women who are daugthers have low status as they are under the
power of the elder system in which they are considered as resources of families. Then
daugthers who are in subcontracting system are in dual low status; both in their houses and
labor market. The status of married women is upgraded to the equal power with their husbands,
for instance, bargaining in farming in farming production, and in another status, they play a role
of income-earners of families from their {labor) wage income. The social network that they buit,
help them to access resources of production both in farming and labor wage work. In another
words, women have extended area of cooperation more widely and when they step forward to
be entrepreneurs, their bargaining power with their husbands will increase.
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