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Abstract

The objectives of this study, Rural Periodic Markets in Northern
Thalland, are: 1), to investigate the structure of the markets using the
Christéller’s Central Place Theory; 2), to study the development of the
markets; and 3), to study the behavioural patterns of the traders in the
markets. Historical approach and field survey are the methods of study.
Ten districts are included in the study area, seven in Chiang Mal and
three in Lamphun.

It was found that the distribution of the markets is mainly
influenced by transportation, good accessibility and location which was
related to the consumer settlement. ThQNCFitefion uéed fnr.classifying
the markets hierarchy into high, 1nterﬁédiate and low order is the volume

of trade. The markets are classified into the livestock markets and



non-livestock markets. Periodicity is once a week and the pattern is
the overlapping cycle. The markets established 20 years ago were the
livestock markets and the meeting occurred more than once a wgek. Ehe
important objectives were bartering, buying and selling cattle. The
traders are classified tnto part—time traders and full-time traders.
The factors affecting travelling to the markets for part-time traders
are distance, good accessibility and hospitality of the owners and
inhabitants, while those of the full-time traders include size of the
markets, expenses, good accessibility and periodicity.

Even though there has been an increasing number of the markets,
and the variety of goods is more similar to those of the urban markets,
it is unlikely that these markets will become the permanent ones because
the pericdicity is not increasing due to the insufficient purchasing
power of the rural consumer. Nevertheless, the markets will continue to
play a vital role for the people in the rural area.. It is recommended
that the government should: 1), promote and develop the markets as
centers for trade of livestock and produce; 2), improve the access to
transportation to and from these markets for people living in more
remote rural areas; and 3), provide police assistance to prevent the
occasional problems of traffic and theft and guarantee the safety of
both traders and consumers. Moreover, these findings can contribute
to the understanding of economic phenomena in rural trade and can be

surely applied to the study of rural markets in general.




