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ABSTRACT

The Thai Nelumbonaceae and Nymphaeaceae were studied and taxonomically
revised. The collected specimens were classified into genera and species with a single
species in the family Nelumbonaceae, Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. and four species of
Nymphaea (N. cyanea Roxb., N. nouchali Burm. f., N. pubescens Willd., and N. rubra
Roxb. ex Salisb.), and two species of Barclaya (B. longifolia Wall. and B. motleyi
Hook. f.) in the family Nymphaeaceae. Keys to the genera and species are provided
and for each taxon, description, distributional and ecological information, flowering
periods, vernacular names and uses were given.

The ethnobotanical study was focused on the use of the Nelumbo nucifera
Gaertn. and the members of Nymphaeaceae including the local knowledge concerning
uses of those plants. Information was collected by interviewing with persons living
around the wetland habitats of Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. and Nymphaeaceae. These
are situated in 35 provinces in four regions throughout Thailand. The local names and
information concerning traditional uses of the plants as well as information on the



beliefs were collected. Twenty different uses of Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. and the
uses of four species of Nymphaeaceae were reported. The species were used mainly
for food, medicine and in religious ceremonies. Many products of Nymphaeaceae and
Nelumbonaceae provide villagers with income. This is especially true for Nelumbo
nucifera Gaertn. Changes in local knowledge may indicate that the uses of
Nelumbonaceae and Nymphaeaceae are undergoing changes from culture, traditional

and subsistence uses to commercial uses.
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