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ABSTRACT

The social behaviors of Black crown night-heron in Chiang Mai Zoo were studied since
July 2007- January 2008 by Scan Sampling Method. Observed personal behaviors of this heron
included grooming, stretching, feather wagging, feather rising, walking, jumping, standing,
flying and foraging. The expressed social behaviors included pecking, feather rising (threat
behavior), courtship, nesting, incubating and feeding. Incubating was the most performing social
behavior (66%), while feeding was the least performing behavior (3%). The aggressive behavior
was found 31%. Threat behavior was the most aggressive behavior displayed by adults in August
2007 (2.86%) and it was mostly displayed by juveniles in November 2007 (0.34%). Both adults
and juveniles, however, did not display this behavior in October 2007. Pecking behavior of
adults was mostly found in November 2007 (9.56%) and it was found least in July 2007 (1.20%).
In juveniles, pecking behavior was mostly performed in July 2007 (6.45%) and it was the least
behavior that performed in September 2007 (2.56%). The highest frequency of incubation was
shown during July-August 2007 and the lowest frequency was found during September - October
2007. The most aggressive behavior was pecking behavior. 5 colonial nests were recorded. in
2006 and 12 nests were recorded in 2007. However, nesting behavior could not be observed. Pre-
and post-feeding periods were found to be the periods that Black crown night-heron showed the

highest frequency of behaviors.



