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Abstract

Usage of medicinal plants at Na Kwang village, Bo Kleua district, Nan province was
studied. Plant collections were done from June,1999 to May,2000. Two hundred and sixteen
species of plants were identified to 79 familics and 164 genera. All plants were used as folk
medicine and could be divided into 8 groups according io their medicinal effects as antipyretic,
cardiovascular effect, gastromtesﬁnél effect, pregnant tonic and treatment for postnatal
symptoms, diuretic, veneral diseases, external use and other purpose such as anti-emetic and
treatment for epilepsies. Boiling in water is the most commonly used method of preparation of the
medicinal plants. Other common methods are soaking in water and grinding with water .

By comparing the usage of collected plants with Thai medicinal books, there are 35
species which have similar usage and 88 species which have different usage and the other 93
species have not recorded information.

This studied indicates that there are numbers of medicinal plants which have high
possibilities to be developed as modern medicines. For example, pounded leaves of Chom-hed-

ted (Cassia alata L.} is used to cure ringworm. A pharmacentical study in the Thai medicinal



Books reported that chemical extract of Chum-hed-ted has anti-fungal and anti-bacterial
properties.

It could be concluded that more detail study of medicinal properties and screening for
active ingredients in Thai medicinal plants are needed to provide a new alternative for modern

medicines.



