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Abstract

A qualitative behavioral study of the Oriental Magpie-Robin in natural
conditions around the Faculty of Science and some areas in Lamphun province was done
from November 1996 to October 1997.

Main behaviors of interest were communication and territorial behaviors.
The life cycle of the Magpie-Raobin was divided in to four periods : i} before the breeding
season i) the breeding season i} nestling, laying eggs and caring for the young iv)
premature fledging of offspring. Patterns of behavior recorded were eg. locomotion,
comfort behavior, alarm warning, feeding and defacating.

There were two kinds of communication behavior. Vocal communication was

by song and call; secondly posture communication was by wagging the tail, pecking,



submission, begging posturing, body presentation and flying. Communication involved four
types of behavior : sexual behavior, aggression, social behavior and hierarchical ranking.

in 12 months of study that Magpie-Robin changed the size of their territories
four times, related to their Iifé cycle. The smallest sized territory was set up before the
breeding season, while the biggest was during the breeding season. They were paired in
the breeding season and the offspring remained in the territory until the following breeding
season. Pairs which were not successful in breeding, still remained in their territory until

the following breeding season.



