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ABSTRACT

Patients with malaria present with a number of immunological
abnormalities, such as the presence of hypergammaglobulinaémia and
autoantibodies. These immunological abnormalities may come from the
alteration in immunoregulation. Thus, studies on the nature of
immunoglobulin synthesis and secretion by peripheral blood mononuclear
leukocytes and the function of T and B cells from malaria patients are
important for explaning the alteration of immunoregulatory pathways.

In this study, it was found ﬁhat, the plasma IgG and IgM concentrations
were significantly increésed in malaria patients. The means of secreted
IgG and IgM concentration of‘malaria patient's PBMLS‘when_withodt PWM
stimulation were also significantly increased from those of normal's
PBMLs. When the patients were classified in£o éatients with P.
falciparum andrpatients with P. vivax, the resﬁlts were also similar to
unclassified patients. The suppressor T cell activity and fupctioﬁ of

B cells in response to suppressor T cells wére also assayed in this study
by the cell co-culture technique. It was found that, there were

decreased in suppressor T cell activity and B cell function in response




IIT .

to normal suppressor T cells in malaria patients. Thus, the defect of

these T and B cell function may play a role in the immunological abnor-

malities in malaria patients.
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