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From the extraction of dried leaves of Rhinacanthus
nasutus Kurz., white crystals which could be recrystallized
from ethanol, m.p. 168-171 C, were isolated. From spectral
analyses, this compound was thought to be stigmasterol, with a

molecular weight of 412. The molecular and structural formulae

were
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The second compound isolated as pale yellow needles
after recrystallization from hexane-dichloromethane, m.p.75-79 C,
was thought to be rhinacanthin-B with a molecular weight of 408.

The molecular and structural fomulae were
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The third compound isolated was an inorganic compound in
the form of white needles with a m.p. of 334.43 C. It was
recrystallized from ethanol and identified as potassium nitrate.

Finally, a positive test for alkaloids could be obtained from

thin layer chromatography and a color developing reagent.



