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Abstract

The behaviour of hog deer (Cervus porcinus) at Chiang Mai

Zoo, Chiang Mai, Khao Kheow Open Zoo, Chonburi and Choengdoi Sut.hep
Nature and Wildlife Education Centre, Chiang Mai were studied from
January 1989 to December 1989 by observing and recording individuals?
behaviour, social behaviour, parental care, growth and behavioural
development. of newborn hog deer up to 6 months of age. Both male and

female hog deer which ranked high in the social hierarchy showed =&

high frequency of aggression. Both sexes displayed submission,




greeting and grooming as appeasement behaviour. The deer crowded
around any individual which gave alarm vocalizations. Courtship
behaviour by males was frequent when females were in estrus. Only the
strongest males had the chance to copulate. Female hog deer hid
newborn hog deer for 6-~9 days. The newborn deer had white spots on
their bodies and a long black stripe on their backs. Individual
behaviour was displayed from birth but the development. of social
behaviour depended on age. Adult male hog deer shed their antlers in
December and moulted in January. Despite differences in the conditions

of the hog deer pens between the 3 study sites, there were no

differences in behaviour.





