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The effect of benzyladenine (BA) and gibberellic acid
(GA_) at 28 ppm, and 39 ppm.} as well as the effect of
poiyethylene (PE) and polyvinyl-chloride (PVC) packaging on the

storage life of water convolvulus (Ipomoea aquatica Forsk.) at 3

temperature levels ie. room temperature (27-34°C.), 75-78 %
relative humidity (RH.) 3 12 % 3°C. and 18 ¥ 3°C. st 84-83 X RH.
were investigated 38 %X change from green to yellow Iéaves and 18X
loss of fresh weight were used as a minimal citeria for retail

market sale. It was found that the water convolvulus sprayed
with BA, packaged with PE and stored at 1231 3°C. had the maximal
storege life of 12 days. The change in quality different from
that of the first dey of the experiment ie. 19 % of the sreen
leaves (7.5 GY 3/6) changed to yellow (5 GY 4/8) by Munsell's
colour chart, The smount of different contents of the plants were
as follows t vitamin C 41.256-53.44 %, $ —carctene 68.8-78.07 X,
chlorophyil 88.18-82,.69 % and weight loss 2.35-3,89 % of fresh
weight. They were not statistically different. However the
total scluble solid (TSS) content remained unchange., The other

treetments sprayed with GAE, packed with PE and kept at 12 ¥ 37¢C,



attained the storage life of 10 days. On the other hand, bthe
storage life of the trestments sprayed with BA or GAa. packed
with PE or PVC, stroed at room temperature were only 2 days.
Interesting 3 ;he storage 1ife of the control sroup without

packing, spraying end left at room temperature was only 6 hours.

The storage tife of water convolvulus in the .
experimental plcot were about two bLimes longer than that df the

plant bought from the retail market.

It was found that the storage life of plants could be
prolonged by the cool temperature. In addition, packing with PE
or PVC, retaining the humidity, could meke the result of ccol
temperature beneficially. ﬁccofding to the result, the plant

hormones alsc play on important role in the storage life.




