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Abstract

Individual behaviour and social behaviour of Sambar
deer (Cervus unicolor) in Chiang Mail Zoo, Chiang Mai and Khao-
Kheow Open Zoo. Chonburi were studied from December 1986 to
December 1987, Behaviour pattern. frequency of behaviour and

time seen were recorded such as feeding and excretion, locomotion.
restingd and comfort behaviour. Aggressive behaviour of male
Sambar deer 'was higher than females. Both sexes displayed
submissive behaviour, greeting and grooming as appeasement
behaviour, The greeting behaviour of male and female Sambar deer
was not singnificantly different but the frequency of grooming
behaviour of females was higher than for males. Both 'sexes
displayed stress behaviour when hungry. Ear-movement was an
expresston of alert and wés used to detect the direction of



sounds. Male Sambar deer shed their antlers and moulted in April
and regrdwt.h of antlers.took 5 months. Females moulted at the
same time. In February and November, courtship behaviour of male
Sambar deer was observed with hi'gh frequency. After birth, young
sambar deer had brown or orange fur. Displayed herding behaviour
at an average age of 86.5 days. Fur colour changed to that of
adults at 5 months. Sambar deer in Khao Kheow Open Zoo Changwat
Chonburi, fed in a mixed herd with other animals and were very
contious but other general behaviour was similar to that of
Sambar deer in Chiang Mai Zoo Changwat Chiang Mai.




