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Abstract

The study entitled “State and Society Relation: A Case Study of Roads Expansion Project in
The Wat Ket Community, Chiang Mai Municipality” aimed to investigate: 1) the pattern of
relationships between state and society, in the case of the road expansion project in Nakorn
Chiang Mai Municipal area; 2) patterns of people’s participation in the policy making process for
the road expansion project in Nakorn Chiang Mai Municipal area; 3) appropiate patterns of
relationships among central, regional and local government. This research is based on document
research and in-depth interviews with related people, government units and communities.

The results revealed that the pattern of relationships changed to form an equal power
relationship, where the government and people have balanced power. Centralization of power was
decreased, and this meant that people and the government had equal power. The government
could not control society, or they could not make policies as they liked. The policies, especially
those which affect the lives of people in the implemented area, must be agreed by the people.
However, the Thai government still retained the concept of centralized power. The policies were
usually made without the people's participation resulting in “Neo-statism” or policy making with
no civil sector participation — government set the policies for the people. There were both modern

and old forms of social movement, use and no use of government's mechanism, in the civil sector.



The people's protest against the road expansion project in Nakorn Chiang Mai Municipality
was based on the constitution showed that society could also control the government. This took
the form of “Society Enclosed State” relationship patterns. Society could fight against the

government, or sometimes, it could control the government to serve the needs of the people.



