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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study on Role of Constitutional Court towards Political
Development of Thailand were to 1.) study the background and development of the constitutional
court which were essential to Thai political development, 2) research the roles and duties of the
constitutional court towards Thai political development and 3) determine crucial problems and
difficulties of the constitutional court, based on the Rule of Law, constitutionalism, Separation of
Powers and Political Development theories. The methodology was carried out through a
qualitative study and the study data was collected by in-depth interview which consisted of 16
interviewees: 2 Judges of Constitution Court, 2 members of Election Commission of Thailand, 2
members of National Human Rights Commission, 2 senior expert in Law, 2 senior expert in
political science, 2 Members of the House of Representatives, 2 Members of Parliament, and 2
members of civil society organization.

The study revealed that the organization which controlled law to be parallel with
constitution of Thailand had different development according to political and governing contexts
in certain ages which were divided into 4 ages i.e. (1) the parliament was authorized to interpret
the constitution, (2) parliament and Judges of Constitution Court were mutually authorized, (3)
only Judges of Constitution Court are the only organization which was authorized in interpreting
the constitution and (4), the constitutional court was authorized in interpreting the constitution.

The roles of constitutional court towards Thai politic development, from found that there were 5



important aspects which were: (1) appropriate trial and balance of legislative power and
administrative power, (2) practical protection and assurance of population’s right and freedom,
(3). checking of state power implementation and prevention of corruptions, (4) accuracy guideline
for political and legal practice, and (5) political parties and politicians control. Two problems
were identified when included it were (1) the problems and difficulties before the organization
became constitutional court this consisted of problems on components of Judges of
Constitution Court, authorized organization for appointing Judges and shortage of approach to
find Judges of Constitution, duration of Judges position and the problem about independence of
Judges of Constitution (2) the problems and difficulties after the organization was the
constitutional court until present this consisted of problems on the qualification of Judges of
Constitution, political interference, shortage of protection measure for Judges' operation, Judges
of Constitution’s Code of Conduct, independence of Judges of Constitution, the number and
background of Judges of Constitution, channels to take any cases to constitutional court and
verification of Judges of Constitution authority. In term of recommendation and solution, it
needed time, solemnity of involved people and population's involvement to be able to solve these

problems.



