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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to determine the importance of the Bowring treaty
and country development policy into western modernization of King Mongkut Rama IV, which
resulted to the migration of Chinese to Thailand and 2) to study the government policy for
Chinese people in the age of King Mongkut Rama IV and the status of Chinese people in
Thailand. The reason why the author chose to study the government policy toward Chinese
people in the age of King Mongkut was that, in that age the tribute system with China was
terminated and then Thailand signed the Bowring treaty which led to economic, social and
political changes.

The study revealed that even though in the age of King the tribute system with China
ended, the number of Chinese people who migrated to Thailand did not decrease. The government
still  assisted the Chinese both the former and new generations. Political chaos, battling,
population density and economic depression were the factors motivating Chinese people to
migrate abroad, meanwhile, Thailand was peaceful; there were not many populations yet and
economy was growing. Accordingly, these drew some of the Chinese migrated to Thailand.

In 1855 (B.E. 2398) Thailand signed the Bowring treaty with England which was the

model of treaties of Thailand with other countries. The Bowring treaty was the beginning of



various changes in Thailand. Migrating Chinese were the essential part to drive the Thai economy
to be free trade. In addition, the Bowring treaty was the part of Thai policy making. The example
was Harbor Department, former government department in charge of Chinese affairs reduced its
role on trading and diplomacy since the tribute system was replaced by free trade, Even the opium
revenue policy was changed from the Treaty. From the study, it was found that though Thailand
ended the tribute system with China, Thai government did not prohibit the migrating Chinese. In
contrast, the government was welcome the Chinese to Thailand as Chinese labors were extremely

demanded.



