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ABSTRACT

This research on “Economics and Political Competition of Interest Groups in the
Industrial Estate of Thailand, Amphoe Mueang Lamphun, Changwat Lamphun” aimed at
studying the economic competition in terms of production, investment, distribution and
consumption of the interest groups in the respective areas and studying the use of political power
in seeking economic benefits in the production, investment, consumption and distribution of the
interest groups in the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand, Amphoe Mueang Lamphun,
Changwat Lamphun.

The study was carried out using the qualitative method by collecting data through
interviewing, inquiring, dialogue and observation. The interest groups referred to in this study
means 12 interest groups in the Industrial Estate of Lamphun, namely the groups that identified
themselves as: Friends Help Friends, Voluntary Environmental Protection, Rubbish Operators,
Employers Association, Dormitory Operators, Entertainment Place Operators, Residents near the
factories, Village Public Health Volunteers, Senior Citizens, Farmers, Water Users and

Laundering Operators.



It was found that the study area had become an Industrial Estate leading to some
changes in a large quantity of labor migration, career changes for monetary income, affiliation of
various interest groups that competed for economic benefits in terms of production, investment,
distribution and consumption. At the same time, these interest groups tried to seek or associate
with political power in order to achieve certain economic goals. They did so by exploiting the
government decentralization policy by involving the local government of Tambon Bann Klang in
their scheme to gain economic competitive advantages in production, investment, distribution and
consumption. This included taxes, subsidies and other benefits, including overlapping benefit
groups. For example, certain members of the local government became members of certain
benefit groups at the same time whereas the ones who were at a disadvantage in terms of
economic competition due to having less political power or being unable to gain closer
association with the local political authority would seek political competition by requesting the
local government to take action to solve the problems and allocate fair benefits to their groups.

The recommendations for the local government and the interest groups in the area are
that the local government should come up with a policy to appropriately and fairly solve the
problems for the groups that lose the benefits so that they can survive and the political conflicts in
the community will be reduced. Several interest groups should have the opportunity to participate
in establishing the policy concerning the area, which will lead to a balanced resource allocation

policy for various interest groups.



