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ABSTRACT

The research is aimed at studying the formation of the rice mill club as an interest group
as well as their political goal from the very beginning of establishment and continuity in terms of
a local interest group. Apart from focusing on the club’s interaction with other interest groups, the
purpose of the research is to study how the club relates to governmental organizations and local
administrations to find out the strength of the rice mill club as a local interest group so that a
conclusion of the research could be suggested to promote building strength among groups,
organizations and communities in the future. The research employs of quantitative research
methodology by examining related documents, interviews those who are involved with the
environment-friendly rice mill group, and also conducts participatory and non-participatory

observations.

The results found that the strength of the conservation rice mill is based on (1) the
formation of villagers to encounter the Government’s development projects, self-organized to
solve problems mutually, not politically organized. (2) Traditionally, a natural leader and religion
leader is Buddhist monk, who is a source of creativity and ideas beneficial to community,
establishing diversified activities. (3) Supporting social capital relevant to community members’
way of living to increase participation until the peasant rice mill, one of community’s necessities,
is formed. (4) There is a co-ordination between governmental and non-governmental
organizations in the activities of the conservation rice mill. As a result, the community is going to

learn skillful knowledge in working co-operatively and equally with external organization,



strengthening the club itself and gaining more negotiation power. (5) the purpose of the club’s
activities are prioritizing product quality, the health of producer and consumer, fair management,
solidarity among members, group strengthening, effective welfare distribution instead of pursuing
solely profit making , getting members satisfied with mutual ownership of the club. (6) Chemical-
free and environment-friendly producer serves as a factor to community members’ health as well
as their quality of life. (7) Group networking in the commentary organizes group activities,
connecting relationship, community currency to reduce household expenses, bringing local herbs

for self-treatment to be less dependent on governmental hospital.

Problems, encountered during the club’s operation, were about the inability of
maintaining check and balance system as a result of the “Kreng Jai” — working inspecting system
where members and administrative committee are still considerate to one another among its
member to make low check and balance in management system and also management committee
and along with some misunderstanding about budget distribution generating discontent among
members in “share dividend”. The mentioned problems were caused by lack of adequate
information because while a meeting was organized, some members were absent because of
career business. To end such conflicts, inquiries should be allowed to file in the meeting to build
understanding among members. The problems were not fatal, though, for the operation of the
conservation club rice mill. To sum up a whole picture, the conservation club rice mill is

successful and gaining acceptance at district, provincial and national levels.

However, the research could possibly extend to further studying topics; such as, of how a
group of people who use the Boon Kut Chum local currency manage a connection with the rice
mill club. The Boon Kut Chum currency exploits “Boon” as an exchange medium meanwhile the
rice mill club still uses “Baht”, the national currency for the same purpose. A connection between
the two management systems provides tremendous, mutual benefits to different groups
economically and should serve as example for further application to other groups, community

organizations, and can be the local — level public policy in the future.



