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ABSTRACT

This thesis is designed to study the patterns of people’s political participation in Tambon
Adrministrative Organization, to study the levels of people’s political participation in Tambon
Admministrative Organization, and to analyze correlation of different variables, which affected
people’s political participation, The study is based on the hypothesis that their political
participation is explicitly varied. The people joined the conventional political participation more
thary the unconventional political participation. The levels of people’s political participation are
exp Jicitly varied. The people joined the lower level political participation more than the middle
levezl and the higher level. The intensity of political participation by individual persons shows
sigmificant correlation to their social and economic backgrounds such as sex, age, education,
occupation, income, important position in the local or village, membership of community
organization or community social grouping.

As regard research methodology, the quantitative study was undertaken by means of
ranclom sarﬁpling administered through 500 sets of questionnaire given specifically for the people
of over 18 years of age. Additionally, the qualitative research was attempted, based on
doc umentary study, participant observation, and interview of twenty-one community leaders and

twe nty-five people of over 18 years of age.



Data analysis is made by process of the SPSS for Windows (Statistical Package for
Social Science). The results of the research show that the people came to join political
participation in different patterns. That is: the people joined the comventional political
participation more than the unconventional political participation in different levels, and the
people joined the lower level more than the others, which are the middle level and the higher
level. For social and economic backgrounds, it was found that only occupation, income, important
position in the local or village, and membership of community organization or community social
grouping were significantly refated to people’s political participation. Other factors, which are
sex, age, education, were not significantly related to people’s political participation.

According to this research, it was also found that Tambon Administrative Organization
still lacks the potency of numerous prospects, such as public knowledge and understanding in
relation to local administration, patterns of Tambon administrative organization, the people’s
political participation in local administration, ect. Thus, the researcher would like to recommend
that the officials create the knowledge and understanding of Tambon Administrative Organization
and people’s political participation. People should be encouraged for further participation in
political activities with higher collaboration with Tambon Administrative Organization. The
government or leaders should reform the Tambon Administrative Organization Act. They should

give the authority to Tambon Administrative Organization more than the present.



