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ABSTRACT

The independent study has 2 objectives which are:
1. To learn about the impacts of Thai-Myanmar border trade in Mae Sai district,
Chiang Rai province on national security of Thailand.

2. To learn about the causes of the afored mentioned border trade.

The study uses field research methodology to gather data and information from
interviews of traders and businessmen who perform border trade at Mae Sai-Tha KeeLek
permanent checkpoint and from local people in the same locality. The samples are selected by

purposive sampling with the total of 177.

The study finds that the samples have the following views:

1. Thai-Myanmar border trade is economically beneficial to both countries.
In addition the locality benefits in terms of rapid development and increased employment and
income. The way to have sustaining development is to maintain fiiendly relationship with
Myanmar in order to decrease conflicts between the two countries. At the same time, Thailand

has to define border trade more clearly than in the past.



2. There have been many border trade conflicts in the past which have more impacts on
economic issues than on security, military and political issues. The most affected issues are the
loss of income and the impacts upon trade and businesses.

3. The most damaging factor toward the border trade is the wide spread of narcotics,
underground trade which does not have tariff registration, the often closure of the border
checkpoint and the Myanmar’s dissatisfaction owing to the belief that Thai government gives

support to rebellious minority groups.



