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Abstract

The objective of the study of “The Roles of Groups with Special Interest in Santitham
Community on Chiang Mai Municipal Council Election” were to know the roles of its interest
groups and to study about the relation between interest groups and political groups in the
community.The hypothesis was separated into two points, first local election, second was the
political interest groups used several ways of patron-client system to be supported their groups
in local election.

The study was a qualitative study by using direct interviewing from the leaders of s
communities in Santitham community. The conducted study revealed that all groups were
actually interesi groups which played important roles in the Chiang Mai Municipal Council
election, especially in political participation and political decision-making based on patron—client

system by voting the politicians who supported and helped their communities.



