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ABSTRACT

The Constitution B.E 2540 determines that senators are elected and serve
a six — years term and also each province is an election district. Chiang Mai which is
the case study here has 5 senators with the total population of 1,585,783. The Chiang
Mai Election Committee lconducts this election. The rules are each person can elect
only one candidate. Where as the introduction of each candidate is allowed under the
CMEC regulation, campaigning is forbidden. Besides, each citizen is obliged by law to
cast a vote. | |

This study was done qualification by a candidate. The active participation
as a candidate enabled him to get close to the vote — buying practices. In addition, his
free — lance journalist work and involvement with local government units helped
him gain greater information on the subject.

This study has two main objectives : first, to identify strengths, weaknesses

and obstacles of the senatorial election in Chjang Mai Province, second, to explore



various ways of violating the election laws, particularly vote - buying and point —

winning.

The study finds following obstacles and problems : -

unclear regulations on the introduction of candidate,

most election committee member lacked experience and knowledge,
they did not have courage to take action in case of violations against the
law, they are limited by bureaucratic practices and quantity — oriented ,
people did not understand the significance of the senate, did not know
well about the election right,

the obligation of citizens to vote while some or many may not want to
vote,

some candidate just wanted to win and employed illegal means to
achieve their goal,

the great size of the province and disparity between urban and rural

areas may be an obstacle to find a suitable senator.

The good and bad points of the senatorial election : -

The obligation of all citizens to vote is important to people’s
participation and people’s increasing political awareness,

When people lack adequate knowledge who were bureaucrats and
continued to have good connections with local people ,

Vote — buying practice still existed. Many candidates struggled by
many forms in order to win. Because of the old political culture, people
thought candidates were wealthy and thus expected to be receiving
something from the candidate. In addition, in order to win, new tactics
to evade the law were adopted, based on the fact that citizens were

obliged to vote.



The study proposes the following recommendations: -

to revise the regulations on introduction of candidates,

to improve the Provincial Election Committee quality by raising
qualification, |

to count the ballots only at the provincial center,

to replace the decision of the National Election Committee with the

Election Court,



