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ABSTRACT

The research entitted 'The Comparative Study of Factors Influencing
Sanitation Behavior of Food Handlers in Standard and Substandard School
Canteens in Chiang Mai Municipality” aims at (1) analyzing the relationship between
personal factors, predisposing factors, enabling factors and reenforcing factors and food
sanitation behavior and (2) identifying the factors which influenced food sanitation
behavior of food handlers. Data were collected by using questionnaires and cbservation
‘method. The studied food handlers were 176 population units which comprised two
groups of standard and substandard school canteens. Data were analyzed through the
use of SPSS for Windows. Statistics employed in this study included frequency,
percentage, means and standard deviation. T - test, chi - square and pearson’s product

moment correlation coefficient were used for hypothesis testing.



The research results were summarized as follows:

(1) Most of the food handlers were female and aged between 31 - 40 years.
They finished primary school - level education and had been trained in food sanitation.
They have been working less than 5 years in these canteens of the schools under the
Department of Elementary Education. |

(2) The personal factors which included educational levels, the number of
working years and the experiences in food sanitation training had a positive relationship
with the behavior of food sanitation.

(3) Concerning the predisposing factors, the enabling factors and the
reenforcing factors relating to the behavior of food sanitation, the reenforcing factors
were the most important factors which were significantly related to the food sanitation
behavior, followed by the predisposing factors and the enabling factors, respectively.

(4) Among the important factors influencing sanitation behavior of food
handlers, in standard and substandard school canteens, it was found that the mean
score'of their behaviors were statistically different, the standard school canteens had a
higher mean score in all factors i.e., the predisposing factors, the enabling factors and
the reenforcing factors, except for the covering of the garbage can, the use of apron,

and the setting forks, spoons and chopsticks.



