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ABSTRACT

This research has three objectives: 1) to study the socio-psychological
factors contributing to foreign relations that allow Thailand and the Lao PDR to
maintain friendly relations, 2) ‘to study socio-psychological factors impeding
continued friendly relations between Thailand and the Lac PDR and 3) to study
potential ways for Thailand and the Lao PDR to cooperate in the future.

This investigation collected qualitative data from various documents and
also from interviews with thirty five key informants from government, academics,
businessmen, mass media, and non-governmental organizations from Thailand and
the Lao PDR whose work relates to foreign relations, particularly relations between
Thailand and the Lao PDR.

Interviewees stated that one of the primary socio-psychological factors
contributing to friendly relations is the long history of relations between Thailand and
the Lao PDR which are of longer duration than those with other countries in the
region. Other factors include the countries’ similarities in terms of history, politics,
economics, and culture. In terms of both countries’ current friendly relations, many
other factors also contribute such as: people’s feeling of a sense of family with one
another (especially along the border), the sharing of a similar language, similar
traditions, religion, and interaction during common festivals. The upshot is that both
countries have made positive efforts to maintain continuing harmonious relations,
efforts of which are of a largely socio-psychological nature.

Lao people’s fear of Thai intentions to exploit their country is the
primary socio-psychological factor impeding relations between Thailand and Laos,
fears related to history, politics, economics, and culture. Although history, politics,
economics and culture offer points of understanding, they also contain areas of
potential contention. Other factors that impede harmonious relations include the two
countries’ current political differences, the issue of Hmong people who immigrated to
Thailand from the Lao PDR after 1975, Thailand’s naval operations along the



Mekong River, continuing illegal immigration from the Lao PDR to Thailand, and
other border disputes. [Economic' problems appear to be primarily related to
misunderstandings in relation to business policies and currency exchange regulations.
Cultural problems include the impact of Thai television on Lao culture, which many
believe it has changed Lao culture into an “Industrial Culture” and Lao people into
capitalist consumers.

These results indicate that to facilitate harmonious relations in the future,
both countries must emphasize positive aspects of their relationships and reduce the
impact of negative aspects. In terms of the problems of misunderstanding and border
disputes, the countries should meet face to face and sincerely try to understand and
solve the problems. Thailand should make continued efforts to provide support for
the Lao PDR and not just focus on opportunities for short term unilateral gain. Both
countries must listen to one another to facilitate achievement of both equality and
appropriate solutions to problems as they arise. The countries should consider long
term solutions to existing problems and the impact of those solutions on development
and economics. Bilateral cooperation, both at various government levels and at the
Tlevel of “people to people”, should be encouraged at every level to identify
appropriate solutions.



