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ABSTRACT

This research has three main objectives: 1) To study the problems of the
relationship between Myanmar and Thailand both before and after the former's admission
to ASEAN and the trend of relationship between the two countries. 2) To study the problem
of the relationships between Myanmar and ASEAN both before and after the former's
admission of Myanmar to ASEAN and  3) To understand the effects of ASEAN's
relationshiip with Western countries after Myanmar became a member of ASEAN including
the image of ASEAN in the opinion of other countries.

In this research, ddcuments were investigated by combining the existing
secondary data from various sources and field research by interviewing 22 respondents
consisting of politicians, profeésors, officials, army officers, non-government organization

workers and mass media by open-ended interviews.

The resuits of this research are as follows:
1. The relationship between Thailand and Myanmar before the latter became the
member of ASEAN was based on the lack of understanding between the two countries
adjoining the same border of 2,401 kilometers and the ASEAN membership of Myanmar

was achieved before the problems of Thailand and Myanmar were resolved such as the



q
problems of Burmese minority groups, border violations, drugs and illegal labour. These
problems still occurred as of now. But the admission of Myanmar as member of ASEAN
was the way to give opportunity for Myanmar to acknowledge the changes of the outside
world. Moreover, this will give more opportunities for Thailand to negotiate with Myanmar as
well,

2. As regards the relationship between Myanmar and ASEAN there is no problem
whatsoever even though ASEAN was established during the Cold War period. Myanmar
declined to join ASEAN then due to its long-standing non-alignment policy. After the end of
the Cold War, however, Myanmar decided to seek for ASEAN membership and the leaders
of ASEAN decided in favor of its admission. Therefore, Myanmar became a full member of
ASEAN on July 24,1997,

3. Admitting Myanmar to ASEAN has brought about problems between ASEAN
and Western countries, especially after the financial crisis in Southeast Asia which first took
place in Thailand and then spread to Indonesia, Malaysia, and South Korea. In this case,
many had observed that Mr.George Soros might attack the currency value of the leading
countries in Southeast Asia for their support of Myanmar's admission to ASEAN without
listening to objections of Western countries which had much impact on the ASEAN- Europe
Meeting or ASEM. The European Union did not want Myanmar to attend the meeting under
this scheme.

As to the image of ASEAN in other Western countries, it has some nagative
effects, due to the acceptance of Myanmar, and this will more or less affect the credibility
of ASEAN. However, it is hoped that this problem had only a short impact during the
decision time as to whether to admit Myanmar. But, it is believed that such criticism will be

lessened in the long run.



