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Abstract

The main objective of this independent study is to learn about the demands of the
“Assembly of the Poor” upon government by using qualitative resecarch methodology. The
methods used in gathering data and information of “the Assembly of the Poor” which is the
main focus of the study, derives from document study, previous researches, analyses and
interviews with scholars, leaders/ members of the Assembly of the Poor and participative
observation during the first conference of the Assembly of the Poor’s grand chef, Various
theories and related perspectives are used in the analysis such as theories on structure and
functions, on intcrest groups, on demanding of interest, on collecting of beneficial intcrests and
on group.

The study finds that the Assembly of the Poor is an informal interest group which has its
origin from the villagers who were deprived of benefits from implementation of unfair public
policies of the state. Therefore, political demands from the assembly of the poor come from
troubled viilagers without any pretentions for political purposes.

The strategies which bring successes to the assembly of the poor are: the use of
peaceful tactics, diversification of decision making power to members of the main committee of
the group, making only justified political demands, having transparent financial management,
using the combined force of nucleus groups in negotiations with state authority, having

supportive relationship with other leading interest groups.



The relationship between the Assembly of the Poor with other interest groups can be
stated as follows: relationship with public servants is usually prevalent with conflicts,
relationship with entrepreneur is such that the poor are usually taken advantage of. The
relationship can be described as both sides try fo win public support to their favor. However, the
means of winning support are different. The engrepreneur will normally exchange benefit with
public servants whereas the Assembly of the Poor uses their collective power to guarantee that
their problems will be heard and taken care of.

Politicians find it is imperative to respond to political demands of the poor owing to
their suffrage in order fo win in clections. Besides, middle class group is always giving
sympathetic support to the assembly of the poor. These factors contribute to the strong points of
the Assembly of the Poor. Politicians have a twofold relationship with the poor. Whereas in
times of opting for votes, They tend to side with the poor, but atier their entrance into public
offices, they tend to neglect the poor and cater to the needs of the entrepreneur who support
them in the form of monetary benefits. There are certain strong points of the Assembly of the
Poor, to wit : demands are made only on the problems which the people feel that they truly
suffer, Assuch it is seen that these is a justifiable basis for making the demand, demands have
the support of the people, the process of making demands generates a learning process whereby
such process leads to an even better understanding of making future demands

But, there are also weak points of the assembly of the poor, such as: in controlling and
looking after a large number of assembled villagers especially the well being of the young and
the aged, in blindly following the guidance of their leaders, having complicated and difficult to
solve problems, having insufficient legal knowledge and ;.lnderstanding which brings about
failure in lcgal fighting with state authority.

The study proposes the following recommendations: reforms in politics and
bureaucracy must be implemented, decentralization of state authority, giving full access to
people in exploiting resources found in their locality, giving the true and fullest right to know to
the people.

It is found that the above recommendations already have been written in the new
constitution ( B.E.2540 ). Thus, it is hopeful that the execution of these provisions can solve the

problems of the assembly of the poor at a satisfactory level in the near future.



