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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was 1. to study causes and networks of
the Burmese illegal immigrants movement in Muang district, Maehongson
province 2. to study methods and process of the smuggling of illegal immigrants
and 3. to use as guideline for concerned government agencies in finding
measures to tackle the smuggling problem.

Data collection involved documentary research, participatory
observation, and indepth interviews with 25 members of the following groups:
immigration officers, enterprise owners who employed Burmese illegal
immigrants, Burmese illegal immigrants, and other local individuals who could
provide information.

The findings were:

1. Push Factors from inside Myanmar and Pull Factors outside
Thailand were two main causes of the smuggling,

2. The smuggling was conducted as a movement with methods and
process both inside Myanmar and Thailand. The salient networks were the
illegal immigrants who had established relations and acquaintances and
exchanged information among themselves. The purpose was to sneak into
Thailand to find jobs and to stay as long as possible.

3. In the smuggling networks, involving groups of people gained
benefits from each other in that 1) the illegal immigrants could find jobs and
lodging 2) the Thai enterprise owners could find cheap and tenacious labor,
thereby increasing productivity 3) the middlemen of Thai national could reap
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benefits in moving the alien immigrants to other provinces 4) Thai farmers
could hire cheap labor for tending their farms.



