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Abstract

This sﬂdy is focused on the topic entitied "The Anand Panyarachun Government’s
Foreign Affairs: A Case of Rebuilding the Country's Image," which was resulted from the
National Peace-Keeping Forceé’ seize of power and the 1992 Black May Incident which had also
inflicted on the country's reputation and economy internationally.

The main objective of this study is to analyze Thai foreign policy, especially under the
interim Prime Minister Anand Panyarachun who successfully corrected Thailand's national image
from those two crises which occurred in 1991 and 1992.

The theoretical frameworks applied in this study are the linkage theory, images theory,
personality factors and the small group approach which have demonstrated how the Anand
Government successfully restored the country's credibility.

The study found that the essential factor that strongly accounts for the administration's
success in rebuilding the country's image is the goverment role, especially Mr.Anand's role that
concerns with the images theory and the personality factors Mr.Anand has shown his democratic
personality, open-minded view, flexibility and far-sighted vision which was resulted from his
educational background in the West, his experience as a professional diplomat in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and his expertise in working with the private sectors after being forced to retire
from the government service. Those formed the trustfulness of the government and made the

investors and the foreigners became more confident in the government.



Furthermiore, the study found that linkage theory helped clearly explain the foreign
policy decisions during the Anand Administration. The essential factor that strongly accounts for
the administration’s success in rebuilding the country's image is Mr.Anand’s own ability to
perform with much wit and elogquence which have impressed foreign media at home and abroad,
as reflected in their coverage with respect to the internal problem; the case of coup d'etat on
February 23 1992 and the external problem; the demise of the USSR and its satellite countries in
Eastern Europe as well as the end of the Cold War and the ideological confrontation respectivelj
The Anand Government was able to adjust its foreign policy with the changing situations.
Concomitantly, more attention has been given to economic cooperation and regional economic
groupings especially ASEAN.

As to the performance of this Cabinet, the Anand Administration has chosen to work
through the ad hoc manner by dividing the Cabinet into small groups, for example, the Economic
Commission or the Security and Foreign Affairs Commissions which have facilitated and
speeded up the government tasks. As far as the appointment of his Cabinet members was
concerned, Prime Minister Anand made his decision on the basis of their ability and technocracy
as well as his familiarity he had with them before both in the government and the private sectors.
Small group and informal approaches have been applied to various kinds of meetings including
the Commission meetings. This has increased efficiency and expediency to the conduct of

foreign policy of the interim government during that period.



