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ABSTRACT

The independent study on “Government's Forest Conservation Policy towards
Hilitribes in Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province™ is aimed at the leamig of patterms of civil
participation in forest resource conservation.

The selected sites of the study are both highland and low land forest areas
with the hypotheses that socioecomic standings of each hilitribe have correlations with- levels of
knowledge and understanding in forest conservation and resuited in different levels of
participation. Therefore, the findings of this study can be used in the formulation of state policy
on forest conservation.

Personal interviews and observation are the used research methodologies. The
targeted sample groups are : Hmong, Karen, and Lahu tribes who reside in the subdistricts of
Thung Kao Poung and Ping Koeng. The sample size is 80 samples from each tribe which makes
the total number of 180 samples.

The study’ s findings are : all 3 hilltribes have positive attitudes towards state’s

policy on forest conservation. The levels of knowledge and understanding are at satisfactory



level. However, these hilltribes have high level of participation in voluntary forest conservation
activities. A majority of the samples think that state policy is not clear enough to ensure thd
success in forest conservation. In addition, hilliribes who live in different location differs in
varying degrees of participation in forest conservation.

The study has the foliowing recommendations .

- that the government should educate hilliribes of all ages to appreciate the
value of forest conservation.

- that all government agencies should synchronize their policies on forest
conservation,

- that private organizations should have more roles and participation in forest
conservation.

- that the law on community forest should be enacted and enforced as fast as

possible in order to allow tocal people to take part in forest conservation efforis.



