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Abstract

This independent study has the following objectives :

1. to learn about the present scenario of the problem on landless farmers.

2. to leamn about the causal factors and the effects of landless farmers.

3. to learn about the effectiveness of government policy on landless farmers.

Field research which uses personal interviews is the main research methodology of this
study. The samples are petty landless farmers who rent paddy fields from land lords in Doi Sa
Ket district. Various statistical techniques are used in the study’s data processing. The study
finds thats :

1. a large percentage of framers in Doi Sa Ket district are landless farmers who farm
on rented land with averaged land size of 5.9 rais. Almost all of these landless farmers used to
have domicile in Doi Sa Ket district.

2. during the past 6 years, Doi Sa Ket's farmers wanted 1o sell their land owing to the
reasons of : a) lack of farm workers. b} to pay off the due debts and this reason is still the
prime causal factor up to the present. It is found that farmers who sold their land titles have
spent all of their money, mostly in unproductive ways.

3. after the sale of farm lands, a large percentage of Doi Sa Ket landless farmers ilave
to switch from agricultural occupation to construction and industrial occupations.

The study had the following recommendations :



1. the government should promote the production of cash crops which require smaller
size of land to replace the production of rice to farmers.
2. the govermnment should extend credit loans to fatmers via the Bank of Agﬁculture

and Cooperatives which must be long term loans with low interest rate.



