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Abstract

The prime objective of this independent study is to leamn about the attimdes of Chiang
Mai's second constituency police officerr iowards the 1995 general election on the issues of
electon processes, political participation and other perspectives. The studied samples are 93
commissioned police officers who are actively on duty in Chiang Mai's second constituency on
July 2, 1995.

General characteristics of the samples are from : the rankings of police inspector,
deputy inspector, deputy commander and chief of police station; a large percentage have
degrees in Law, Political Science and Public Administration and more than half have work
tenure more than 15 years with 1 to 3 years of working in the second constituency.

The study finds that the samples have high level of political participation which
ranslates in 1o 2 categories of activities which are :

1. activities during the election capaign both in the capacity of a motivated subject and
in the lcapacity of an active police officer.

2. activities before the election, also in both capacities of being a citizen and of being

an active police officer.



It is found that the studied police officers have positive attitudes towards the 1995
election due to the effects of election campaign and the absence of violent incidents during the
election. In addition, their attitudes towards democratic processes are also positive due to better
understanding of democratic principles and freedom in expressing their political views even
though unpartiality must be maintained. It is also found that age, work duration and official
title and ranking have effects on the levels of political participation. And the important
economic factor is salary levels of the samples which effect levels of political participation and

the levels of positive attitudes towards the election.



