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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to study the formation, strengths and
weaknesses of the local political groups at the municipal level, the
development of those groups, their acquisition of power and their power

maintenance.

The study finds that such a formation took place based on
personal relafionships under the patron-client structure. The
development and power waintenance of fhose groups alsoc depended on
the patron-client structure in Thai society.The political groups consisted
‘6f mass groups, social groups, and local Dbusiness groups, having
connections with political parties and the bureauéracy. The groups are
" loosely structured, - having no formal organization. The findings
confirmed the author’s hiypothesis on the nature and dévelopmgnt of the

local political groups.
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