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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study is to investigate the inter
- relationships between government officials and political officers

of Chiang Mai Municipality at the local level.

The study is oriented to be an analytical study of the
roles played by both groups of officials at the local level in order
to identify the problems of their inter — relationships, causes and
conditions of their conflicts namely, the differences in their roles

and the bureaucratic patronage system.

In addition to the above objective, this study also intends
to find solutions to the existing conflicts between the two groups of
officials of Chiang Mai Municipality through a survey of Chiang Mai’s

public opinion towards the issues.



it was found that there have been conflicts between
government officials and political officers of Chiang Mai Municipality.
one of them stems from undemocratic behaviors from both sides.
Political officers accused government officials for not carrying out
policies as formulated of being slow in carrying it out. On the other
hand, government officials blame political officers of interfering
with the works of government officials in most cases, ignoring the
prevailing official regulations. The other stems from the patronage
system that is embedded in the Thai bureaucracy despite the present
alternate roles of patron-client between government officials and
political officers in stead of the forever form of patron-client
relationships in which the government officials played a domineering

role.



