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_ Examining Committee : \Assoc_.' Prof. br. Narong Sinsawasdi Chairman
i \WIRN” ' Assoc. Prof. ‘Somsak Keawkingkeo ~ Member

Assist. Prof. Nat Chaparnond - Mamber
_Abstract

The main object.i\;'e éf this thesis is two fold. Fitfst.ly; to study
the style of ,General- (‘hat-ichal Choonbavan’s ascession to political
power .as the sévent-eent.h‘Prime Minister of "fhailand Secondly, Vjto,
st.ud.y t-he effnct.s of various factors which - predet.ermmed _and
inf luenced hls poht.mal }ehavmr-"- ec:pecmlly in acqulrmg- - and
nmploymg his pohtlcal pnwer. " |

The study is hased on data and information whlch are gathered
from prlmary and s .r.'ondary sources. including extracts f rom interviews
of General Chat-lchal- Chdonhavan_ahd his=s associa{:.es WIiich 'apbeare.d f rom -

time to time in Thai .]'r.)urnals' and magazines,



six rélevanf. anaiyt.ical frameworks are applied in this study.
For é);émplé James Barher’s't.heér& of leadership character is used t.o
. assess General Chat.ichai _Choonhavan;s leadership _st-y-le. Also used are
the theories of other _s;chpiars such as Bugene E. Jenning’s theory of :
leadership typeé. Alexander Georgé’s theory of self-esteen among
leaders, \ _ -\ |
The study’s findings indicate that Generai C-‘hat.iéhai Chocinhavan’s-
leadership style can be classified as an active - positive one.
‘His self confidence is an effect from ﬁis childhood experiences.
As the only son of a rich and inf luent.ial family, which he was raised
with warm loves from hls parent.s and sisters. That is a reason why he

is a person with lngh self - esteem.

Many leaders seek power to compensat.e for t.helr low self - esteem .

during childhood. But for General Chat.ichai Choonhavan, the drive for

political power seems to come from his high self - esteem.



