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The objective of this research is to study the factors

determining the voting behavior of the people in the municipal area of

Chiang Mai. The basic question is why the electors choose to or not

exercise his/her voting right. The factors are the socio-economic

status, politiecal psychology, and political attitude of the electors,

political group identification, candidates' performance, and money. In

addition, the research is designed to find out the basic knowledge and

understanding of the people in the wmunicipal politiecs.



The sample group comprised the 400 elligible electors in the

Chiang Mai Municipal Assembly Election of September 23, 1990, of whon

. 100 used their voting rights while 300 did not. The data collection
instrument involved an observation and an interview. The instrument

was constructed upon relevant theories and researches. Statistics are

used to describe percentage difference. Chi Square, Cramer's V and

Yule's Q are used to test the relationship between the determining

factors and the voting behavior.

The findings are :
1. The determining factors are correlated with the voting
behavior in the following mammer :

1.1 The socio-economic status factors show that middle-
aged electors are most likely to exercise their voting right, as well
as those with governmental occupations, including public enterprise
and retired. Sex and level of education show no relationship.

1.2 The political-psychological factors show that
those with the attitudes of political efficacity, civic duty,
municipality attachment, and benificial gains from the election are
most. likely to go to the polls, as well as those who identity them-
selves with certain political groups.

1.3 The politieal group Identification factor show
that those who identify with a political group tend to vote more than

the others who have no politicai group ldentification.



1.4 The candidates’ performance factors show that
those who are most likely to vote tend to consider the prestige. the
policy and the platform, and the personal characteristics of the
candidates.

1.5 The political behavior factors show that those who
are interested in municipal politics, such as attending campaign
speeches and discussing with friends and relatives are most likely to
vote, as well as those with a good knowledge sand understanding of
municipal politics.

1.6 The money factor shows that those who are aware of
vote buying are less likely to vote.

2. The level of knowledge and understanding of the people

in the municipal politics is still low.



