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Abstract

Drug distribution at Phrae hospital is a mixed system, between stocking the drug within
the ward and prescribing to individuals. There are pharmacists to recheck the prescriptions before
dispensing. This would be another way to eliminate prescription errors when giving out medicine,
though there seems to be problems dealing with remaining amount of drugs within the ward.

The objective of the study was to investigate the impact of the unit dose drug
distribution system applied in the General Surgery Ward at Phrae Hospital. The study design was
prospective research focused on 1) value and remaining amount of drugs at the ward 2) operating
cost 3) medication errors and 4) attitude of all personals mvolving in the drug distribution system.

The results showed that value and the remaining amount of drugs at the ward decreased
insignificantly by an average of 1,786 Baht (p > 0.05) and 6 items (p > 0.05) respectively.
Operating cost increased 1,055 Baht per day (120.51 percent). An increase of 8 medication errors
(0.07 percent) was found from 11,713 items of drug dispensed. All personals involved in the
drug distribution system agree that the unit dose drug distribution system was useful both for the
hospital and the patients, and shoﬁld be continued. However, the system should be adapted in
some aspects.

In spite of some limitations in the study, it can be concluded that the unit dose drug
distribution system used in the study could solve some problems occurting in the traditional

drug distribution system. It would also increase the opportunity of the pharmacists to work in



participation with a paramedical health team in drug utilization in the ward and improve
pharmaceutical care to intermediate level with the ultimate goal of good care for patients at low

cost. Improvement should be performed for better efficacy.



