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ABSTRACT

Maternal participation in caring for neonates with jaundice receiving phototherapy is
an important element of family-centered care, as it is beneficial for neonates, mothers and also
nurses. The purpose of this study was to describe maternal participation in caring for neonates
with jaundice receiving phototherapy and related factors. Schepp’s concept of parent’s
participation (1995) was used as a framework of the study. The study sample included 88 mothers
of neonates with jaundice receiving phototherapy admitted in two Baby Friendly Hospitals
Lumpang hospital and Lumphun hospital, during October 2010 to February 2011. Purposive
sampling was used to select the sample. The study instruments composed of (1) Maternal
Participation in Caring for Neonate with Jaundice Receiving Phototherapy Scale and (2) Mother’s
Opinion about Maternal Participation in Caring for Neonates with Jaundice Receiving
Phototherapy Questionnaire. These instruments were developed by the researcher based on a
literature review. The content validity was confirmed by the panel of experts and the indices were
.92 and .92, respectively. The reliability values of the Maternal Participation in Caring for
Neonate with Jaundice Receiving Phototherapy Scales and the Mother’s Opinion about Maternal

Participation in Caring for Neonates with Jaundice Receiving Phototherapy Questionnaire tested



by using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient were .88 and .95, respectively. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient, Spearman rank correlation
coefficient and Chi-square test.

The results showed that:

1. All mothers participated in caring for neonates with jaundice receiving
phototherapy. Most mothers (60.2%) reported participating in care at moderate level. Just 90.9%
and 44.3% of the mothers reported participating in routine care and participating in information
sharing at high levels, respectively. For participation in technical care and participation
in decision-making, 73.9% and 42.0% of the mothers reported participating at moderate levels,
respectively.

2. Mother’s opinion about maternal participation in caring for neonates with
jaundice receiving phototherapy was found to have significant positive relation with maternal
participation in caring for neonates with jaundice receiving phototherapy (r, =.286,p < .01).
Moreover, mother’s perception of severity of jaundice and mothers’ preparation in caring for
neonates with jaundice receiving phototherapy from nurses were found to have no significant
relation with maternal participation in caring for neonates with jaundice receiving phototherapy.

The results of the study provide baseline information about maternal participation in
caring for neonates with jaundice receiving phototherapy and can be used to more effective

nursing care plan for neonates with jaundice receiving phototherapy.



