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ABSTRACT

The admission into the pediatric intensive care unit (PICU) has an effect on children
and their parents. Parent’s participation in child care could reduce the effect. The purpose of this
quasi-experimental study was to determine the effect of a support group on parent’s participation
in child care in a pediatric intensive care unit. The subjects consisted of 24 parents of critically ill
children aged from newborn to 15 years admitted into the PICU, Hatyai hospital during October
2009 to February 2010. The subjects were selected by purposive sampling, then divided into
experimental and control group with 12 parents in each group. The experimental group attended
the support group activities, whereas the control group received routine nursing care. The
research instruments included the Support Group Activity Plan and the Parent Participation Scale
in Caring for Critically Il Children in PICU of Kaphan (2009). Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, the Mann-Whitney U test and the Wilcoxon Matched-Pairs Signed Ranks

test.



The findings of this study revealed that:

1. The mean scores of total participation in child care and participation in three aspects
of care including routine care, technical care and information sharing of the experimental group,
were statistically significantly higher than those of the control group (p<.01, .01,.01 and .05
respectively).

2. After attending the support group activities, the mean scores of total participation in
child care and participation in four aspects of care including routine care, technical care, information
sharing and decision-making of the experimental group, were statistically significantly higher than
before (p<.01).

The results of the study indicate that a support group could enhance parent’s participation
in child care at a pediatric intensive care unit. Therefore, implementation is suggested as an alternative

to promote participation of parents in caring for their children.



