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ABSTRACT

Hypertensive surveillance in the community is one of the roles of village health
volunteers in order to detect hypertension in the early phase of the patients for leading to
treatment correctly. The purpose of this descriptive study was to study the self-efficacy on
hypertensive surveillance of village health volunteers at Na muen district, Nan province. The
sample included 157 village health volunteers selected by simple random sampling. Data were
collected during January to February 2007. The research instrument consisted of self-efficacy of
village health volunteer including measuring of blood pressure advising, follow-up, and referral
sessions. The questionnaire was examined by three experts, which resulted in a Content Validity
Index (CVI) equaling 0.88, and the reliability was tested by Cronbach’s alpha co-efficient equal
to 0.96. Descriptive statistics were used for data analysis.

The results revealed that self-efficacy of village health volunteers in overall was at a
medium level ( X = 1.82, S.D = 0.60). Considering each aspect of self-efficacy, it was found
that measuring of blood pressure was at a medium level (X =1.77, S.D=0.80), advising was at
a medium level (X = 1.86, S.D = 0.58), follow-up was at a medium level (X = 1.74,S.D =

0.83), and referral system was also at a medium level ( X =1.91, S.D = 1.00).



The results show that village health volunteers have the self-efficacy on hypertensive
surveillance at a medium level. Support of the self-efficacy of village health volunteers about
hypertensive surveillance should be increased for effective practicing on hypertensive

surveillance in communities.



