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Mother-toddler interaction is one factor that affects the growth and development of
toddlers, adaptation of maternal role, and confidence in child caregiving. The purpose of this
study was to describe mother-toddler interaction during performing developmental promotion
activities based on Barnard’s model and Teaching loop as well as review literature and research
related to mother-toddler interaction as a framework for this study. Subjects included mother and
toddler, 1-2 years of age, who attended the well baby clinic of either Sobmoei Hospital, Maelanoi
Hospital, Maesarieng Hospital or 4 primary care centers in Maesarieng District, Machongson
Province. Using purposive sampling, 91 pairs of mothers-toddlers were chosen. Instruments
included the Mother—Toddler Interaction During Performing Developmental Promotion Activities
Observation Form, developed by researcher, and used for data gathering during home visit.
Data were analysed and presented as frequency, percentage, mean, range and standard deviation.

The result of this study indicated that the mother-toddler interaction was at moderate
level (62.6%) (X = 63.0, SD + 9.0). Interaction behaviors of mother-toddler interation during
performing developmental promotion activities following Barnard’s Interaction Model were
divided into 3 scores; mother, child, and total score. The mother’s score, sensitivity to cues were

at high level (79.1%), while alleviation of distress, providing social-emotional growth fostering



and providing cognitive growth fostering were at moderate level (64.8, 54.2, and 45.1%
respectively). However, the total score of mother was at moderate level (60.8%). The child’s
score, child interaction behaviors as clarify of cues was at high level (90.3%), while
reponsiveness to mother was at moderate level (61.6%), the child’s total score was at high level
(75.9%). Furture, the total score of mother-toddler interaction during performing developmental
promotion activities for this study was at moderate level (62.6%).

When the results were classified according to interaction behaviors during performing
developmental promotion activities into the 4 steps of teaching loop it disclosed that the alerting
was at high level (82.7%), instruction, performance, and feedback were at moderate level (56.2,
61.6, and 63.9% respectively). Although the mother-toddler interaction during performing
developmental promotion activities score was at a moderate level, some behaviors of interaction
were found inappropriative. The interaction behaviors regarding cognitive growth fostering
should be promoted as the result of some maternal interaction behaviors were at low level. The
crucial role of pediatric nurses is to construct and instruct an interaction practice quideline for
nurses who work with toddlers and their family in order to promote child’s growth and

developmental milestone.



